












































































































































The exrnestness, diligence and obedience of
the Japanese may best be reflecred in their
choral acrivities. Japan presents its national
school choral contests on the last Saturday
and Sunday in Ocrober every year. The high
standards, rich variation in repertoire and the
professionalism of the conducting have
significantly impressed audiences and
broadened their horizons.

Korean treble choirs are well known for their
cultural characteristics, Audiences are often
moved by their fine melodies and beauriful
clothing. The First Vision Children’s Choir
Fustival held every two years is an
international event. Each year renowned
treble choirs from all over the world are
invited to participate in it

Under the acrive support of its Government,
the standard of Singaporean choirs has risen
naticeably in the past decade. Over fifty local
schools invite outside professionals to con-
ducr and wrain their cheirs. In recent years,
its choirs have begun to win prizes in inrer-
national contests.

On the other hand, mreble choirs in
Indonesia tend to choose pop music as
repertoire, There are fewer choirs compared

to other countries. Choral activities in

Thailand. Malaysia or Vietnam arv not very

developed.

With the official implementation of quality
education, there are many school arrts fesci-
vals, city-scale school choral contests, setting
up of Children’s Palace choirs (there are more
than two thousand such Pafaces in the coun-
try: official organisations whose mission it is
to develop high quality educacion and offer a
wide range of extra-curricular activities for
children} and contests for the whole of
China. In 1998 and 2001, cthe Internasional
Federation for Charal Music, the Hong
Kang Treble Choirs’ Association. the
Guangzhou Children’s Palace and the
Association of Children’s Choral Music of
China co-presented wvwo furernational
Children’s Cheir Festivals. Held in four cidies
in China, cach Festival invited world famous
choral experts and choirs to join it. The pro-
gramume included concerts, seminars and
workshops.

International choral festivals exert significant
influence and explore new developments in
treble choirs with respect o voice cancepts,
performance styles, interpreeation of reper-
toire and composirion,

In China, there are more and more choirs
participating in internarional contesss and
winning first prizcs {Guangzhou Children’s
Palace Choir,
Guangdong
Experimental
Secondary School.
Shenzhen Middle

awarded ro treble choirs made China the
overall champion of this Festival.

The performance of more contemporary and
a cappella repertoire are both new directions
in Chinese choral music. The 2005 World
Children's Choir Festival (9-15 July 2005) in
Hong Kong and the Third futernational
Children’s Cheir Festival, China (16 July
onwards) are now inviting applications from
outstanding, treble choirs all over the world.
Let us share our experience and explore the
valuable assets of world choral music in
Hong Kang.

DS, During this Chinese New Year, [ had the
opportunity to attend the China National
Secondary Schoals” Choral Festival in
Beijing. Dozens of outstanding choirs from
ali over the country joined this contest. The
rich variety and high standard of perform-
ance impressed every audience and it was a
very geod epportunity to experience the cul-
tural wealth of China. T will give you a fuller
picture of this Festival in the next issuc. The
status af the preparations for the 2005 World
Chitdeen’s Chois Festival will also be

included.

TFCA Board wivinber, Leonr Shin-Wai TONG
led the Houg Kong Chiledfven’s Choir and
Cnangehan Childrens Palace Choir in per-
Sarmances at the World Syniposisnt on Choral
Music ar Vanconper (1993) and Roteerdam
(1999 He was a jury wrenber of the First and


















formulaced, which are also included in chis compositions and much mare.

work. The theses deal wish the role of music The boak provides food for thaughr for all
- 1in 5 and singing in the life of people and are those cancerned with choral music and

based on the fundamental idea chat singing is  choral life.

an indissociable clement of the very essence Tt akso includes — as an annex — a reprint of

of what males up a human being. They the talks of the conference held in Essen in

define the meaning of the word “choir” and 1928 which allows for an interesting

insist on the social and acsthetic enrichment comparison of the situation now and then.

brought by singing together. Singing must be A register Is also provided.
learnt carly in life, like thinking and

speaking, and must be fostered and By Jutta Tagger

developed during childhood and adolescence

ar home and in schools. They also insisc

upon its social, politi-

cal and cultaral con-
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promoting choral art
by developing new N . .
forms of musical Experlence the Tradltlon!

performance and

vocal expressions, Tuscany International
Jahrhundere . : . . P .
Hrsg. Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutscher public presentation Chlldren 5 Chorus FeStlval*

cte., involving

Essener | hesen zum Chorsingen im 21,

Chorverbinde, Florence/Rome, ltaly
everybody concerned.

Finally, a close calfab- Jean Ashworth Bartle, Conductor/Clinician
oration of all choral 2004, JLlly 5-13

associations and insti-

Birenreiter, February 2004
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T'his book {in German) contains the papers

Joan Gregorvk, Conductor/Clinician
2005, July 4 - 12

. R . ricions concerned is
presented during a symposium held in

. Lo . indispensable.
Seprember 2002 in Fssen, Germany, on the . ‘ )
) . . - I'he papers deal wich
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the R i
historical, social,

: Copenhagen International
Working Group of German Choral ) ) . . .
Associations (ADC — Arbeitsgemeinschalt economic and Chlldren 5 Chorus FeStlval*

ety € s e e psychological aspects . )
Deutscher Chorverbind - af choral singing Copenhagen/Odense/Svendborg /Roskildle, Denmark

rescarch and statistics, Henry LECk, CUH('“I’CI’U?'/C!’I'Hifi{?.'I
repertaire, choral 2005, JU]'l(:‘ 27 — ]uly 4
competilions, * See details in the Festivals listing of this ICB.
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www.ade-charverbacnde.de).
Tt was the first such conference held since
1928, and at its conclusion, en theses on

choral singing tn the 215t century were
contemporary







































































